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The New Rules

Ruby G. & Kieran M.

Last year, Oak Hill?s  school rules were very different. Students did not need to leave backpacks in extension, we 

could have phones in their pockets. They could also play games and socialize in  ?working? extension. Expectations 

have changed for the 2022-2023 school year. All phones and air pods must be put away in a locker or backpack at 

7:40am. Computers may only be used for school work. Extension requires silent reading and quiet work completion. 

While many students and teachers at Oak Hill have varying  opinions about this shift, Principal Dr. Harutunian said 

?They are for the better of all students.? 

However, not everybody agrees. Students have been asked to leave their backpack either in 

their extension or in their locker during lunch to prevent clutter and tripping hazards in the 

cafeteria. One student shared, ?The whole rule about having to drop off your backpack in 

extension then going to lunch and coming back for your backpack is just annoying, and a 

hassle. It is creating a bigger problem than it solves,?  Yet, some students like that they don?t 

have to bring their backpacks to lunch. 

Another controversial topic is teachers taking students' phones away. After the first 

month  of school, 65 phones were taken in total from students. 7 phones were taken 

from 6th graders, 25 from 7th grade and 29 phones were confiscated from 8th 

graders. Another change this year is that teachers are asked to take attendance in 

every period. Mr. Harutunian says that the new attendance rules have  ?drastically 

reduced the number of tardy students? for classes during the day. Some staff and students think that the crowded 

hallways can lead to students being late for class, which is part of a larger problem. It can be tricky navigating the 

student packed hallways as several Oak Hill staff and students report. Mr. Harutunian explained that the school was 

built as an elementary school. At first, it only had about 400 students when it reopened as a middle school. Now 

there are over 660 students. Fixing the problem of crowded hallways remains a priority.

While Oak Hill has been adjusting to new routines, the former expectation of not wearing hats or hoods inside is 

being relaxed. Mr. Harutunian explained that the hat rule came about because it can be considered rude to wear a 

hat inside but it is being relaxed because it doesn?t really affect people?s learning or mindset. It hasn't proven to be a 

big problem because not a lot of people are wearing hats or hoods anyway. While Oak Hill has been undergoing 

some changes this year and people have different opinions about the new rules, in the end, they were created for a 

reason. They are meant ?for the better of all students? and their learning experience.



Breaks Analyzed

Neva H. & Kai P.

Breaks can be a great time to talk to friends, eat a snack, and relax during the school day. However, 

some students are complaining about this year 's break time; saying there are some problems with 

its structure that many feel, need to be fixed.  

One student expressed that ?They're a bit too short, and there are a lot of teachers who stay inside 

for breaks instead of going out. They don't even ask the students either, so I think that 's really 

unfair.?  This just further separates students from their friends and defeats the purpose of the 

downtime. 

Many students also believe they should at least slightly tweak the breaks to make them more fun. 

Oak Hill's Assistant Principal Healy responded to the concerns of students who want to be able to 

run or play sports while outside. ?We only have 8 minutes, and that 8 minutes includes getting 

outside and getting back in. For instance, for a game of soccer, you can see why that wouldn?t 

work.? When asked why kids aren't allowed to mingle with other teams during their breaks she 

explained, ?Kids need to stay with teachers, or else the breaks run longer than 8 minutes.  8 

minutes works with our schedule. If it?s too long, then classes would be shorter making it harder on 

teachers .? She added, ?We encourage teachers to coordinate with others. If there?s bad weather, 

then everyone will go inside. We know how some kids love to be outside, so if it?s a nice day, we will 

all go outside.

 

 

In spite of the desire to make some changes, some students feel positively about the built in 

breaks. According to one sixth grader, ?Growing kids need to stretch and move. Otherwise, you just 

feel really cramped, and twitchy, and hyper. Another student added, ?I have no issues. I find 

[breaks] a great privilege that I appreciate and find they increase the quality of the work we do in 

class.? Whether you agree or disagree with the details, most people acknowledge that a morning 

break is an important part of the day.



Little Women Canceled

Madeline P. & Julia K. 

At Oak Hill Middle School, during the school year there is usually a musical and play. This year, Little 

Women, the Musical was canceled the day after it was announced because of the school?s budget 

situation. Many people wanted to participate, and the auditions were only a week away. 

?The district doesn?t fund multiple musicals for middle schools. The budget rules changed this year, 

and unfortunately, we had to cancel the fall play. But we look forward to a musical in late winter!?  

said Assistant Principal Dr. Bercaw. A student on 6-3 said, ?I would say it 's the city's fault, I think it 

feels a litt le wrong.? When speaking of the winter musical, many students are excited for the 

upcoming ?Matilda Jr.? musical. Matilda is a book by Roald Dahl that was later converted into a 

movie and  a musical. The performances will be in February.

Although some were disappointed, a lot of people didn?t know about the musical being canceled or 

didn?t know what it was. One student shared, ?I had no idea because I didn?t know it was 

happening?.

Some saw the cancellation as opening up new opportunities. According to one student,  ?I was 

really disappointed when they announced that the musical was canceled, but I guess it kind of 

turned out to be a blessing in disguise, because I got to join cross-country, which I really turned out 

liking.? Even though there are a lot of different views and mixed feelings about the canceled 

musical, teachers and students alike are all excited about the upcoming musical, Matilda Jr.   
 

 

 

  



Midterm Elections

Max K. & Sasha H. 

The all important midterm elections that decide who gets elected into the House of 

Representatives and the Senate have taken place. The midterms usually take place halfway 

through a presidential term. The Republicans are now the majority in the House of Representatives 

and the Democrats very narrowly control the Senate. The Republicans also narrowly have the 

majority of governors. These results are considered interesting because many people thought that 

there would be a ?red? (Republican) wave sweeping into office. That did not happen. What did 

happen was more like a Republican ripple. Also, a lot of the election outcomes were decided by 

either a few or very unusual votes. In Pennsylvania, Democrat John Fetterman won in the 

traditionally Republican Pennsylvania. 

With issues such as the Ukranian war, a struggling economy, reproductive rights, 

and crime related hardships in the US, this years elected officials are going to 

have a lot on their plate. While the candidates may not have been anything out 

of the ordinary this year, the issues they are facing definitely are. Since the US is 

confronting  big issues, students and teachers from OHMS offered their 

opinions around the state of politics and the issues. 

6-2 science and math teacher Mr. McGraw said the main issue is that there is not 

enough communication happening between the two political parties. "When we 

don?t talk to each other; we don't get each other. And we get scared of each other 

and we think we hate each other even though we just don't understand each 

other. He also feels that we are on the road towards autocracy (a form of 

government without elections and freedom) and stated that the only way in his 

opinion to fix these issues is by enforcing the rules of law and democracy because 

otherwise America will become autocratic with one party dominating. ?Whoever 

loses the midterm elections needs to be ready to accept their defeat,? stated Mr.McGraw.

When asked  what they think the main issues are one eight grader said ?reproductive rights 

definitely, the economy? inflation specifically, and the US?s involvement in the Ukraine war.? They 

also said that to fix these issues ?requires the right people in government?. The people have 

spoken for this election cycle. Soon we will be turning our attention to the 2024 presidential 

election. 



Oak Hill Times: Behind the Scenes

Adie K. & Kieran M.

Every season, a new edition of The Oak Hill Times is published, stapled to boards all around the 

school and downloaded to the school's website. Perhaps some have thought about who writes the 

articles. Every Thursday, students meet in 8-1 Social Studies teacher Mrs. Kappel?s room for 

Newspaper Club. The publication consistently impresses the Oak Hill community but not many 

students realize all of the hard work that the staff and editors put into each 

edition. 

?Writing articles is hard. It can be hard to find good information and put it 

together, but it 's really rewarding when you finish.? says Editor in Chief 

Andrew P. ?Sometimes it?s hard after the interview because it 's like you're 

starting with a blank canvas plus a lot of information,? says Kieran M, staff 

writer.  As part of writing articles, teachers, staff and students are 

interviewed to help gather information. Through email, interviews 

are set up with and people are always asked if they would like to be 

kept anonymous to protect their privacy. 

 

There are many important roles at the Oak Hill Times. There is the 

Editor in Chief Andrew P.,  Editorial Writer, 

Adie K.;  a General Editor, Sasha H.; an Operations Editor, Emily H. and staff 

writers.  Mrs. Kappel, who advises the club shared how much she enjoys it. 

?I really love it, I love the energy, the student 's enthusiasm, and watching 

them understand the importance of keeping the community informed.? 

Admittedly, there is a lot of chatting while working, but at the end of the day informative editions 

are produced. Oak Hill Time staff writers  really love it. ?It gives me something to do during 

Thursdays, and I like being with my friends and I like writing,? said a first-year writer. Editor in Chief 

Andrew P. states, ?I definitely would recommend it to people'' Everyone is welcome here, and 

encouraged to come. ?If you?re interested in writing, absolutely,? says Operations Editor Emily H. 

Newspaper Club participants are grateful for its readership and always looking for more students 

to  join the team! 



The New School Nurse

Josh T.

All things come and go, and Oak Hill said goodbye to long time Nurse Mrs. Reilly this fall with 

Nurse Lazarides being hired to replace her. She helps the students of the school who get hurt or 

feel sick. When asked if she enjoys her job, she replied, ?I do. Everyone has been very kind.? 

Daily, she meets with many students, She explained that ?20-22 is 

the average.? Aside from taking care of Oak Hill?s students, her 

responsibilit ies vary. Nurse Lazarides said, ?I would say it depends 

on the day. I probably see 3-4 students an hour, but otherwise I 

have a good amount of paperwork, like clearing people for sports 

and stuff like that.? 

Other people think highly of the nurse as well. One student said the 

nurse gave good treatment to them. Another student said she was 

?Nice, quiet, and deserves a raise.? In fact, the nurse?s hardest thing 

to do is that ?you have to give people bad news?, while her favorite 

part is ?Working with students and being able to care for, help, and 

show kindness to people.? 

As the school year progresses, the nurse wants to meet more students. Nurse Lazarides got into 

nursing because she ?liked science and working with people, and nursing is [kind of] both of them.? 

She added,  ?This is my 3rd school year, but 2nd year as a nurse.?  Just in 3 short months Nurse 

Lazarides has become  an important  and valued member of our Oak Hill community.



Field Trips 2022

Alannah P. & Sofia C.

Who doesn't love a field trip?  So far this year, students at Oak Hill have taken 

trips to many different places. 6th and 8th graders went to Treetop 

Adventures, a ropes course in Canton, Massachusetts. 7th graders went to 

Lowell, and a group of 8th graders went to Bowen Elementary School to give 

stools to the kindergarten students. Molly H. from 6-1 shared her 

enthusiasm for Treetops by saying ?I loved it SO much!? Other students also 

described their experiences as fun, interesting, and exciting. Dr. Bercaw has 

also spoken highly of Treetop Adventures, explaining why it was chosen for 

the field trip. ?Treetops is a field trip that we have been doing for many years as a team-building 

trip. We chose Treetops because it has given us a universally great experience, and kids seem to 

have so much fun during this trip,? Dr. Bercaw says. 

On the 7th grade field trip to a museum in Lowell some  students even had 

the opportunity  to test lake water and see the pollution it had gone 

through. Students said it was very ?interactive?, ?informative? and ?engaging? 

while others were not equally enthusiastic thinking it was ?boring?.  

The entire 8th grade also went on a trip to Treetop Adventures. A few days 

before that, a group of students who had Tech and Engineering with 

Mr. Bueno went on a field trip to Bowen Elementary School to bring 

handmade step stools for the kindergarten students. When they 

finished, they ventured into Boston to take a Duck Boat tour. Many 

students appreciated seeing a child enjoy and love something made for 

them. Some felt that it was a very memorable experience. 

Whether it was navigating a ropes course, testing lake water, seeing joy on a child's face or touring 

Boston on a duck boat, there seems to be have been something for everybody. 



The 6-3 Wing: Where Is It Now?

Deesha M. & Stella T.

Many know where the 6-3 wing,is  but why has it moved twice in two 

years? 6-3 is one of three sixth grade teams at Oak Hill and the 

location of its classrooms has changed a couple of times in a short 

amount of time.  

Just two years ago, the 6-3 wing was in the hallway where the art room 

is located and right above the main entrance. When construction on 

the new wing by the gym (now the location of 7th and 8th grade 

teachers Mr. Walsh and Ms. Srinivasan) finished last year, 6-3 moved 

there. This year the 6-3 wing?s current location is once again in the art 

room hallway, where it started.

Some of the 6-3 teachers shared their thoughts on moving. Social Studies teacher Mr. Bunting, 

says ?I would have preferred to not move at all,? as well as ?It?s hard to move rooms but it did give 

me an opportunity to rethink how I?m using my space.? ELA  Teacher Ms. Opar, added ?It is  time 

consuming to fully pack up and unpack so much, but it does force me to reorganize which is a 

plus!?

According to Dr. Bercaw, they decided to use the area near the gym to 

spread 6th grade out because of the traffic. But there were only three 

classrooms, which meant that one teacher would have to be further away 

from the rest. They tried it for one year before the teachers decided that 

being in the same hallway is better. ?Together as a team is better,? Dr. 

Bercaw said.

But even though the 6-3 wing has moved a lot, it hopefully is now settled into its final location. 

With its dedicated team of teachers, it will continue to run smoothly regardless of its location.  

Moving is difficult but staff worked their best to adapt and were able to find the positive side. 



Editorial: New School Rules - Is It Really Worth It? 

Adie K. 

For the 7th and 8th graders, so much seemed easier last year. You could bring your bag to lunch, 

then go straight to your class afterward, and you could hand out with friends during extension. 

This year, with new school rules being enforced, kids are experiencing less freedom than they did 

in previous years.  

Students are not allowed to get up during extension to talk to 

friends or play games. They must do silent independent work, or 

read a hard copy book. In the past, extension allowed some 

students to have the option for a brain break. Because of the  

changes, it partially prevents students from having that needed 

break, leading to more stress, and potentially making it harder to 

focus during their next classes. 

The no backpack in the cafeteria rule also hasn?t helped make the 

school cleaner. So, if it isn?t helping, why do it? Some teachers say 

that students aren?t allowed to bring their bags to lunch in order 

to make the cafeteria cleaner. Other students also think that the 

cafeteria isn?t clean, and needs to be better taken care of regardless of bags being brought in.

Another rule is the one tab only rule. Some teachers will only allow students to have one tab open 

on their computers during class, which prevents them from playing games instead of working. 

However, this rule can also be counterproductive. Some assignments need to be open at all t imes 

for them to save, and all progress could be deleted if closed, making it much harder for the student 

to finish the assignment.  

Some of these new rules have been helpful, however, some clearly have not. These rules should be 

reviewed thoroughly by a committee of students, teachers and administrators to ensure that they 

are fair and useful.





Oak Hill Times Staff /  Upcoming Events

Edit or  in Chief :  Andrew P.
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Neva H. Kai P.
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Kieran M.
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